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Being 8 ſhort Account of the 


- Confeſſion and Diſcovery 


Which was made by a 


Catia Priſoner, 


Who was I ” 25th. of May, 1687. 


UUillian Smythies 


_ Curate of Se. Giles C ripplegate. 


Vn: Have heen often defird to viſic the Condemn'd | 
Priſoners ; and haye | heard ſome paſſages, 
which I could have .wiſhe had been publiſhe. 
for the prevention of Miſchief tro many Pers 
ſons and Families, but was unwilling to, be 
the Pen-man of chem; well knowing what 

| Cenſures many Men lye under, for be. thoſe | 

ſoy things which were deligned for the Good of 

' Ghars.. 1 have De x vilited ſame Perſons, both in the City and 

one adjacent places, who have been accuſed by Condemned 

Malefaors, as moſt; deftruRtive: 4betters and. Puterreneh of them 


Bag other Rabbers : And I have ſame reaſon to hope-i ic was with | 
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T was under a Special Obligation, to attend gpon a young 

Man who "was Executed yeſterday,; in; the Prime and Strength 

of his years: And being fatished, that what he ſaid was True, 

and that ic proceeded from a great Senle which he. had of hfs de- 

piorablt Condirion ; I am wwillng co adventure the publication of 
lome Diſcoveries he made to me, which tend to the reforming of 
ſome Meas Lives , and. the ſecuring of ther Mens Goods and 

Properties. ERP ; 

It was his earneſt. Deſire, at the time of his Execution, That 

all, Y.imns Men «ſpecially, ſhould rakegWarning by him , char 

they avoid the Company of thgſc whotÞay wait to eaſnare them : 

Thar in order to it, they ſhould take care they miſpend not the 

Lord's day, and (eſpecially) thac they entertain not wicked Coms 

pany, by which they become the Servants of the Deyil, when they 

{hould be ſerving GOD in His publick Worſhip ; which is the 

common in-let of all wickedneſs, and one of the firſt Steps towards 
- thac diſmal. End which he brought ro himſelf. I do not know 

that ever 1 cbſerv'd aty Repentance in a Condemn'd MalefaRor, 

who did rot bicterly lament his Negle& of his Duty ro God 

on that Day. Thoſe young Perſons who make the Lord's day 

2 day of {dlenefs ,- lictle think what Advantage they give the 

Tempter, by degrees, to make that, and all other, to be days of 

Wickedneſs. He acknowledged, that there is no Pleaſure, bur in 


a Sober and Religious Life ; and that the ways of Wickedneſs "6 
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'not cnly tend to the DeſtruQtion of Soul and Body, but are 
occaſions of ſuch Fears and Perplexities, as out-weigh all che Pro 
' of Urgodlineſs. And that is not all, bur they Ch moſt in- 
rolerably-wounding Grief and Sorrow to tender Parents ; which 
was a great aggravation of his Troubles and occaſion'd his car- 
net Requeſt, that. all good Chriſtians would pr y to God to 
comfort: his Religious Father and Mother, who bad all reſpeas 
diſcharged their Duties of Love towards him 4Afd:T-am (are 
there isigrear need of ſuch Prayers. Theſe Conlderations had 
prevailed wich him to avoid -all ill Company, for the ſpace of a 
Moneth (or more) before he was taken; and-if he had eſcaped this 
Sentence, it -is veryiprobable, that he would have changed the 
Courſe of his Actions;' ' Early Pirty is the beſt} Security againſt all 
Evils.  Jounz Menimay' chuſe the: Fear 'of :God, and his eafie and 
pleaſant Yoke, bur if they break looſe, and begin an Ungodly Life; 
they can not tell ro what Degree of Wickedaeſs they ſhall en- 
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creaſe ; whea they [hal come: ofb-fromiit, or 'at what time thi 
Judgment of God will overtake: them: - 

But my deſign is not now to enlarge, upon thoſe Arguments 
which hardned Minds can reſiſt, though. they come from Dying 
Men, when in the Bitrerneſs of cheir Souls ; And therefore ſhall 

roceed to that which may alarm: Houſe-keepers, ro beware of 
Thieves, whoſe nambers are ſo great, that another Condetnn'd 
Malefa&tor told me it is impoſſible they can ever be ſuppreſt : 
And that there is an incredible number of Boys and Girles that are 
train'd up by thoſe thar are skilful in that Myſtery of wickedneſs; 
I think he (aid there were ſome Hundreds. fc | 
This young Man-told me of-ſome Hdules which have been 
lately robb'd by Day-Thieves, who have all forts and ſizes of 
Pick-Locks, by which they can -unlock any Door, Trunk, or 
Cabinet, and lock them again wirh ſuch expedition, that the Perſon 
injured ſhall conclude that it m:;'? 5e. done by Servants, or othex 
Inhabicants with them, and not by choſe that come only as Gueſts 


ro their Houſes, Iwas likewiſe informa'd by another, that they ds 


* any Lock that is made in England ; and therefore ad- 
faſten my Doors with Barrs or Bolts: Rn 
call'd ra mind ſome Houſes which were robbd 
Acquaintance, of which I make particular men- 
at Innocent Perſons have been accus'd, of whic% 
$ concern'd in one very remarkable inftance. There 
rifond for One Hundred Pounds, which a Cons 
efactor told me he had ſtolen. - One of them is a 
Victualling-Houſe in Alderſgate-$treet, at the; going into Falcon-yard. 
Another. is a Victualling-Houſe within Adeate, into which there 
is a Paſſage: through a long Egery , near Northumberland- Alley. 
A Third is a Cook's Houſe nearahhe _ paſſage out of 
Lincolus-Im-Fields towards DruryiLane. +. 

He likewiſe inform'd me of three Houſes, which a- Viinggand 
Woman intend to robb, and have made ſome attempt ,"Wlllkai 
were preyented, by going .at a time. when there was Compan 
in other Rooms. Qne is the Red Buſl inn Shoe-Lane : Another is * 
the Chequer without Aldgate, on the Burchers-ſide of the Stregt : 
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"The third: is a Cook-without Biſhops-gate, near the Katherine-Wheel, 


dire&tly oppoſite to a yard, where there was a Robbery nor 
long ſince committed. ; I hope, that this publication may pre- 
yent it. c 4 a 3, TD TOOTE EY : 
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He likewiſe told 'me, that thero was a Thief brought into News 

gate on Saturday laſt, who was. taken. at the Sign of King Jam 

ki - or near Spittle-Fields ; andtbar-ifthe Miſtris of the Hoyle hatk 
lolt ſo.much Money as ſhe pretended, ſhe miay find ic; by empcy- 
ing her Vaulc. > 2256 ER RC | 

[- may likewiſe give a Caution to the, Gentry who live in 
Lincohis-Inn-Fields, co which, the ;Fhieverhaye auggeargeſort. Ir 
hath heen uſual with-chem to go ia ac Seven or Fight of-thg Clock 
in che Evening, and to go up the Stairs, where they rake what they 
find, and carry it away wirhout being diſcovered. If they happen 
to meet any perſon, they. ask for a Lodger or Servant þy Name z 
and when they are told that there is none ſuch, they beg pardon, 
and fay, that they miftook the Houſe. Ir is almoſt'unimagis 
nable, thar there ſhould be ſo many bold Attempts paſs undiſeps 
vered - as te mention'd, that he knew of, though he could nos 
exactly-remember the Houſes. SO NTE I my 
Thope it-will be granted, that Thave.publiſhe this for a General 

as' well as a Particular Good, And that thole who keep Houſes of +. 
Entertainment will either be cautious of their Gueſts; or, comms =; 
their Money, and moſt valuable:Goods, to the Cultod 
Hewſe-keeper. Icis, ic feems,;ulual for Thieves x 

ſor the diſpatch of a Writing, or ſome other urgent} 

whilſt cne looks to the . Stairs, the other make 

parts of the Houle, eſpecially. into thoſe Rooms t 

lame Floor. | LH = J 

Thar this publication may anſwer the. End for \ 


made, is the defire-of | XY 
6, ENT 


Cripplegate, May . 
the 26th; 1637, 


IW. Smythies. 
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